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SUBJECT: Placing Defense Priorities and Allocations System (DPAS)
Priority Rating Contracts and Orders

1. Purpose.

This Acquisition Letter (AL) provides guidance on placing Defense Priorities and
Allocations System (DPAS) priority ratings on GSA contracts and orders. GSA has
limited authority to use rated orders to assure the timely availability of industrial
resources in support of the Departments of Defense (DOD), Energy (DOE), Homeland
Security (DHS), and their associated agencies to promote national defense.’

2. Background.

Executive Order ( E.O.) 13603 National Defense Resources Preparedness, issued
March 16, 2012, ? delegated the authority granted to the President by Title 1 of the
Defense Production Act of 1950 (DPA), as amended, to require preferential acceptance
and performance of contracts and orders for industrial resources to the Secretary of the
Department of Commerce (DOC). GSA and DOC continued to work together to update
and expand GSA’s authority to issue rated orders and contracts on behalf of DoD, DoE
and DHS.

" The term “national defense” means programs for military and energy production or construction, military
or critical infrastructure assistance to any foreign nation, homeland security, stockpiling, space, and any
directly related activity. Such term includes emergency preparedness activities conducted pursuant to title
VI of The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act [42 U.S.C. § 5195 et seq.] and
critical infrastructure protection and restoration.

2 Executive Order 13603 Section 201(b), dated March 16, 2012 (3 CFR, 2012 Comp., p. 225)
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On May 3, 2023, DOC updated its DPAS Delegation #3 to permit GSA to place rated
orders under Federal Supply Schedules, GWACs and other contracts on behalf of DoD,
DoE, and DHS. Delegation #3 addresses this authority for both DO and DX rated
orders. It explains that as long as GSA is acting as the acquisition agent for those
agencies, it does not have to be formally identified in the Office of Strategic Industries
and Economic Security (SIES) rating authority (RA) document.

On June 7, 2023, DOC granted GSA rated order authority under SIES Rating
Authorization 23-06-02 to support 26 construction and modernization land port of entry
contracts as they specifically support DHS and national security.

This AL supplements GSAR Subpart 511.6 - Priorities and Allocations by providing GSA
contracting offices with updated procedures for receiving and placing DPAS priority
rating on DPAS approved programs. The AL provides sample language for use in
receiving and placing DPAS priority ratings on new or existing contracts and orders,
decision trees and step by step instructions

3. Effective Date.

This AL is effective immediately and remains in effect until canceled or incorporated into
the GSAM.

4. Cancellation.

Acquisition Letters MV-22-03 and MV-22-05 are canceled by this AL.
5. Authorities.

This AL is implemented under the following authorities:

a. FAR 11.6 and GSAR 511.6 Priorities and Allocations
b. 15 CER Part 700 Defense Priorities and Allocations System

6. Applicability.

DPAS priority rating process is self-executing through the DOC-delegated DPAS
authority provided to the appropriate agencies. This policy provides supplemental
guidance to GSAR 511.6 for contracting activities receiving or requesting the placement
of DPAS priority rated orders for approved industrial resources programs in support of
DOD, DOE, DHS, and their associated agencies or applicable rating authorizations
(e.g., DOC SIES RA).


https://insite.gsa.gov/system/files/Other-DOC-050323_1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GnMoxFYPpLGe00Vk0hGS8JqcLeb4RFzc/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GnMoxFYPpLGe00Vk0hGS8JqcLeb4RFzc/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.acquisition.gov/far/subpart-11.6
https://www.acquisition.gov/gsam/part-511#GSAM_Subpart_511_6
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/CFR-2012-title15-vol2/CFR-2012-title15-vol2-part700/content-detail.html
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7. Limitations.

DPAS is a very limited authority to promote national defense and national security. It
should not be used widely Therefore, DOC DPAS Delegation #3 is restricted to GSA
procurement systems (Schedules, GWACs, or other open market contracts) in support
of DOD, DOE and DHS approved programs (see Schedule | to Part 700) and shall not
be used to support the procurement of any product or service listed in GSAR 511.602
General (d). GSA's authority for the land port of entry program is limited to the 26
named projects.

8. Procedures.

Contracting officers shall use the procedures described in:

e Attachment A when receiving requests for DPAS priority ratings from customer
agencies and making requests for DPAS priority ratings for GSA.

e Attachment A1 for best practices when requesting DPAS priority rating.
Contracting officers may use the sample template to document the request from
the appropriate agency.

e Attachment B for including DPAS priority ratings in solicitations, new or existing
contracts or orders.

e Attachment C for notifications of contract modifications for DPAS priority ratings.
Contracting officers may use the sample language or provide a similar document
to notify the prime contractor of GSA’'s placement of the DPAS priority rating on
the existing contract or order.

Flowcharts depicting the procedures for receiving requests, placing DPAS ratings on
new and existing contracts and orders are provided at Attachments A2, B1, and B2,
respectively.

After receipt of a DPAS priority rating, contracting officers may determine the use of the
priority rating is no longer appropriate for the project (e.g., supply chain issues have
been resolved, effective substitute identified, delay the obtaining the supplies or
services due to negotiation with Commerce). In such cases, the contracting officer may
cancel the DPAS priority rating to the contractor.

9. Reporting.

All actions taken in regards to the appropriate DPAS rating authority must be reported
on the DPAS Reporting Tracker within five (5) business days of awarding or modifying



https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-15/subtitle-B/chapter-VII/subchapter-A/part-700/appendix-Schedule%20I%20to%20Part%20700
https://www.acquisition.gov/gsam/511.602
https://www.acquisition.gov/gsam/511.602
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-KshHBov8xJaUARiA1Q2uDidCbnokr7B4zEoLIXsDvI/edit#gid=1058666605
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the contract or order. The tracker must be updated for any changes or cancellations of
DPAS priority ratings, as applicable.

10. Training.

Authorized contracting officers should become familiar with DPAS policies and
procedures prior to placing rated orders. The following training courses are available.
e Defense Acquisition University - Defense Priorities and Allocations System

Continuous Learning Module (CLC 043)
Defense Acquisition University - Contractual Flow-Down DPAS
Defen ntract Management Agency - DPAS for th ntr. r

Department of Commerce DPAS Training Course

11. Point of Contact.

Questions regarding this acquisition letter may be directed to GSARPolicy@gsa.gov.

Attachments:

Attachment A: Procedures for Requesting DPAS Periority Rating

Attachment A1: Best Practice for Requesting DPAS Priority Rating Template

Attachment A2: Procedures for Requesting DPAS Decision Tree
Attachment B: Procedures for Placing DPAS Priority Ratings On Contracts or Orders

Attachment B1: Procedures for Placing DPAS Decision Tree - New Contract or Order

Attachment B2: Procedures for Placing DPAS Decision Tree - Existing Contract or Order
Attachment C: Sample DPAS Notification of Modification to Existing Contracts and Orders



mailto:GSARPolicy@gsa.gov
https://icatalog.dau.edu/mobile/CourseDetails.aspx?id=409
https://icatalog.dau.edu/mobile/CourseDetails.aspx?id=409
https://www.conesys.com/images/CONTRACTUAL%20FLOW-DOWN%20Defense%20and%20Priorities%20and%20Allocations%20System%20(DPAS).pdf
https://www.dcma.mil/Portals/31/DPAS_for_the_Contractor.pptx
https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/documents/other-areas/strategic-industries-and-economic-security/1615-dpas-training-slides/file
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f7Eq28tT7aRke_yyT8tPQ4Z6OjW-QHZTmthglVBUjUo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xp81xyRVSLAEa7Z6hTgJ2qTnD5KgNL8x_7BYbwcQwdI/edit
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/11-W2HdWRFgKYGlub7rbkloU3y9kYsycilAM721V6Fsk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bFL2NiE2k7pcxWBArc5Zoi6DH6Bdk0AD1-NX5djIEKI/edit
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1Q3WrP1qDN7Xo4llgCnm-B8Ba_MBdpOkhbC0J_PJVilg/edit
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1QhIhdRWyqLQdcNkrnxVpAqqYf06cdptk75PjVskF1cI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1irzADdae6EwU1TCF9Ffr3ZF4Q_vDT3k8uhBfcnJ1Jwo/edit



