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MEMORANDUM FOR ALL GSA CONTRACTING ACTIVITIES 
 
FROM: JEFFREY A. KOSES  
 SENIOR PROCUREMENT EXECUTIVE 
 OFFICE OF ACQUISITION POLICY (MV) 
 

SUBJECT: Supplement to Extend Authority Provided in SPE Memo 
SPE-2020-07 Regarding Emergency Acquisition Flexibilities in Response 
to COVID-19 

 
 
1. Purpose. GSA authorized emergency acquisition flexibilities to assist with the Novel 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) response in SPE Memo SPE-2020-07, 
Emergency Acquisition Flexibilities for Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19).  
 
The Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) was declared a national emergency 
by the President on March 13, 2020. This declaration was made pursuant to section 501 
(b) of the Stafford Act. COVID-19 was declared a pandemic by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) on March 11, 2020 (see the WHO Website), and public health 
emergency by the Secretary of Health and Human Services on January 31, 2020 (see 
the Public Health Emergency Website ).  
 
GSA has played a significant role in the response operations and these emergency 
acquisitions flexibilities have greatly assisted GSA's ongoing efforts. Many GSA 
contracting officers continue to receive requests for assistance and be called on to aid 
in response. Due to the continuing need for GSA to assist with response to this 
pandemic, this memorandum extends the emergency acquisition flexibilities authorized 
under SPE Memo SPE-2020-07. 
 
2. Contract and Lease Flexibilities. The contract and lease flexibilities authorized in 
the memorandum referenced within Section 1 are extended and will remain in effect 
until March 30, 2022 unless otherwise rescinded, modified or extended. This 
memorandum continues to focus on the flexibilities in FAR subpart 18.2, but as a 
reminder, the flexibilities in FAR subpart 18.1 apply to any emergency situation, both 

https://www.who.int/
https://www.phe.gov/emergency/Pages/default.aspx


with and without an emergency declaration. Further information on emergency 
acquisition is now available on the GSA Acquisition Portal under the Emergency 
Acquisitions Webpage. Additionally, information specific to public health emergencies is 
also available on the GSA Acquisition Portal under the Public Health Emergencies 
Webpage. 
 
3. FPDS Reporting. The National Interest Action (NIA) code specified in the 
memorandum referenced within Section 1 shall continue to be used strictly for reporting 
purposes related to COVID-19 that involve the exercise of the emergency authorities 
identified in FAR Subpart 18.2, Emergency Acquisition Flexibilities. The NIA code has 
also been extended to March 30, 2022. The revised NIA value details are as follows: 
 
NIA Code: P20C 
NIA Description: COVID-19 2020 
Start Date: 03/13/2020 
End Date: 03/30/2022 
 
If you have FPDS system questions or problems, please contact our supporting Federal 
Services Desk at https://www.fsd.gov. 
 
4. Point of Contact. Questions regarding the acquisition letter and this supplement may 
be directed to GSARPolicy@gsa.gov. 
 
5. Additional Resources. The memorandum referenced in Section 1 specifies 
additional resources and guidance to assist the Heads of Contracting Activities (HCAs) 
and contracting officers actively responding to COVID-19 relief efforts. 
 
 

https://www.fsd.gov/
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MEMORANDUM FOR ALL GSA CONTRACTING ACTIVITIES

FROM: JEFFREY A. KOSES
SENIOR PROCUREMENT EXECUTIVE
OFFICE OF ACQUISITION POLICY (MV)

SUBJECT: Supplement to Extend Authority Provided in SPE Memo SPE-2020-07
Regarding Emergency Acquisition Flexibilities in Response to COVID-19

1. Purpose. GSA authorized emergency acquisition flexibilities to assist with the Novel
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) response in the following memorandum:

● SPE Memo SPE-2020-07, Emergency Acquisition Flexibilities for Novel Coronavirus
Disease 2019 (COVID-19)

The Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) was declared a national emergency by the
President on March 13, 2020. This declaration was made pursuant to section 501 (b) of the
Stafford Act. COVID-19 was declared a pandemic by the World Health Organization (WHO) on
March 11, 2020 (see the WHO webpage ), and public health emergency by the Secretary of
Health and Human Services on January 31, 2020 (see the Public Health Emergency webpage).

GSA has played a significant role in the response operations and these emergency acquisitions
flexibilities have greatly assisted GSA's ongoing efforts. Many GSA contracting officers continue
to receive requests for assistance and be called on to aid in response. Due to the continuing
need for GSA to assist with response to this pandemic, this memorandum extends the
emergency acquisition flexibilities authorized under SPE Memo SPE-2020-07.

2. Contract and Lease Flexibilities. The contract and lease flexibilities authorized in the
memorandum referenced within Section 1 are extended and will remain in effect until
September 30, 2021, unless otherwise rescinded, modified or extended1.

This memorandum continues to focus on the flexibilities in FAR subpart 18.2, but as a reminder,
the flexibilities in FAR subpart 18.1 apply to any emergency situation, both with and without an

1 The extension provided under this Supplement 3 replaces all instances of “March 31, 2021” as
prescribed by Supplement 2 with “September 30, 2021” within SPE-2020-07.
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emergency declaration. Further information on emergency acquisition is now available on the
GSA Acquisition Portal under the Emergency Acquisitions Webpage.  Additionally, information
specific to public health emergencies is also available on the GSA Acquisition Portal under the
Public Health Emergencies Webpage.

3. FPDS Reporting.  The National Interest Action (NIA) code specified in the memorandum
referenced within Section 1 shall continue to be used strictly for reporting purposes related to
COVID-19 that involve the exercise of the emergency authorities identified in FAR Subpart 18.2,
Emergency Acquisition Flexibilities. The NIA code has also been extended to September 30,
2021. The revised NIA value details are as follows:

NIA Code: P20C
NIA Description: COVID-19 2020
Start Date: 03/13/2020
End Date: 09/30/2021

If you have FPDS system questions or problems, please contact our supporting Federal
Services Desk at https://www.fsd.gov.

4. Point of Contact. Questions regarding the acquisition letter and this supplement may be
directed to GSARPolicy@gsa.gov.

5. Additional Resources. The memorandum referenced in Section 1 specifies additional
resources and guidance to assist the Heads of Contracting Activities (HCAs) and contracting
officers actively responding to COVID-19 relief efforts.
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SPE Memo SPE-2020-07 
Supplement 2 

 
MEMORANDUM FOR ALL GSA CONTRACTING ACTIVITIES 
 
FROM: JEFFREY A. KOSES 
 SENIOR PROCUREMENT EXECUTIVE 
 OFFICE OF ACQUISITION POLICY (MV) 
 
SUBJECT: Supplement to Extend Authority Provided in SPE Memo SPE-2020-07 Regarding 

Emergency Acquisition Flexibilities in Response to COVID-19 
 
1. Purpose.  
 
GSA authorized emergency acquisition flexibilities to assist with the Novel Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID-19) response in the following memorandum: 
 

● SPE Memo SPE-2020-07, Emergency Acquisition Flexibilities for Novel Coronavirus 
Disease 2019 (COVID-19)  

 
The Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) was declared a national emergency by the 
President on March 13, 2020.  This declaration was made pursuant to section 501 (b) of the 
Stafford Act.  COVID-19 was declared a pandemic by the World Health Organization (WHO) on 
March 11, 2020 (see the WHO webpage), and public health emergency by the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services on January 31, 2020 (see the Public Health Emergency webpage).  
 
GSA has played a significant role in the response operations and these emergency acquisitions 
flexibilities have greatly assisted GSA’s ongoing efforts.  Many GSA contracting officers 
continue to receive requests for assistance and be called on to aid in response. Due to the 
continuing need for GSA to assist with response to this pandemic, this memorandum extends 
the emergency acquisition flexibilities authorized under SPE Memo SPE-2020-07. 
 
2. Contract and Lease Flexibilities.  
 
The contract and lease flexibilities authorized in the memorandum referenced within Section 1 
are extended and will remain in effect until March 31, 2021, unless otherwise rescinded, 
modified or extended.1   
 
This memorandum continues to focus on the flexibilities in FAR subpart 18.2, but as a reminder, 
the flexibilities in FAR subpart 18.1 apply to any emergency situation, both with and without an 
emergency declaration. Further information on emergency acquisition is now available on the 
GSA Acquisition Portal under the Emergency Acquisitions Webpage. Additionally, information 
specific to public health emergencies is also available on the GSA Acquisition Portal under the 
                                            
1 The extension provided under this Supplement 2 replaces all instances of “September 30, 2020” as prescribed by 
Supplement 1 with “March 31, 2021” within SPE-2020-07.  

IADocuSigned by: 

L~E~~s 

https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020
https://www.phe.gov/emergency/news/healthactions/phe/Pages/default.aspx
https://insite.gsa.gov/employee-resources/acquisition-purchases-and-payments/acquisition-portal/acquisition-by-topic/emergency-acquisitions
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Public Health Emergencies Webpage.  
 

3. FPDS Reporting. 
 
The National Interest Action (NIA) code specified in the memorandum referenced within Section 
1 shall continue to be used strictly for reporting purposes related to COVID-19 that involve the 
exercise of the emergency authorities identified in FAR Subpart 18.2, Emergency Acquisition 
Flexibilities. The NIA code has also been extended to March 31, 2021. The revised NIA value 
details are as follows:  
 
NIA Code: P20C 
NIA Description: COVID-19 2020 
Start Date: 03/13/2020 
End Date: 03/31/2021   
 
If you have any FPDS system questions or problems, please contact our supporting Federal 
Service Desk at https://www.fsd.gov.  
 
4. Point of Contact.  
 
Any questions regarding this memo may be directed to GSARPolicy@gsa.gov.  
 
5. Additional Resources.  
 
The memorandum referenced in Section 1 specifies additional resources and guidance to assist 
the Heads of Contracting Activities (HCAs) and contracting officers actively responding to 
COVID-19 relief efforts. 

https://insite.gsa.gov/employee-resources/acquisition-purchases-and-payments/acquisition-portal/acquisition-by-topic/public-health-emergencies
https://www.fsd.gov/
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https://www.fema.gov/disasters


https://www.fsd.gov/
https://www.sba.gov/offices/headquarters/oda/resources
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